Minutes of the 2002-03 AGM

Knutsford Liberal (Brook Street) club on Friday the 23rd of May 2003.
Attendance (50):
Mobberley: 

Tony Crompton; Jack Tulley; Bruce Tulley; Mike Roylance; Mike Gittins; Gary Nolan; Mark Holden; Les Howard

Knutsford Liberal: 

Ray Dale; Andy Long; Steve Prosser; Sheila Dale; Tommy Drinkwater; Harold Cox

The Private Club: 

Dave Taylor; Sid Jones; Andy Vickers; Tony Prole; Rick Edwards; Chris Smith; Harry Halsall; Alf Johnson; Dennis Robinson

Mere: 

Bob Jones; Mike Manley; Geoff Owen; Andy Cowell

Knutsford Conservative: 
Carl Prince; John Prince; Steve Power; David Potter; Ken Shenton; Phil Redclift

The Tatton Club: 

Ron Tagg; Rob Clarke; Keith Roden; Steve Franklin; Drew McAra; Phil Roden; Nick Walton

Shaw Heath; 
Norman Cooper; Mick Hanson; Dave Jenyons; Peter Hankey

Wilmslow Conservative club: 

Dave Nuttall; Peter Stakes; Norman Richins; Richard Bayley

Royal London: 

Jeremy Straker; Mark Newall

Morley:
None present

1 Opening remarks by the chairperson
David Taylor welcomed all to the meeting and explained the format for the meeting before handing the chair to the League President for the rest for the meeting.

2 Opening remarks by the President
Welcome to our 51st Annual General Meeting. I will begin my short opening comments to you by saying that there does seem to be a great deal more interest in the affairs of our league of late. Why? because you, the members, are more involved - especially in attending the league management meetings. I remember attending meetings not too long ago when there was only the Secretary, the Chairperson and me present. I'm glad to say that is not the case nowadays. 

Credit goes to you but also credit must go to our new Secretary Mr Tony Crompton who has definitely stirred up new interest in our league. I must also say that Tony's work in researching and producing the magnificent commemorative league handbook for this season deserves a special mention. 

Let us also not forget the previous secretary, Dave Nuttall, who took the role on when no one else wanted to know and did his best in his own way. This is an appropriate point to mention Ray Dale, our Treasurer, who has tended his resignation after over 25 years of loyal service to the league. Ray has helped out in many posts and capacities through the years and he leaves a legacy on his departure - I personally thank him for his work and wish him well in the future. 

On the subject of work, I appreciate, as you will, the effort it takes for the officers to run our league but I also want to mention the work of the many team captain's. Again, years ago I ran teams and I'd give my players a fixture list and they'd turn up without hardly a contact between games. Now we all have very different lifestyles and much fuller and busier lives and the workload of Captain's has increased accordingly. These captains deserve yours and my appreciation. 

My next point is that there is a clear improvement in the general standards of play in snooker as a whole and in our league in particular. In the 50's and 60's a good break in the league would be just over 30 and our league has breaks of that size winning the 3rd division, breaks over 50 in the second division and 70's in the first division. 

We must not lose sight of the whole picture though as we see an improvement in the levels of play we must also remember that we are a league from top to bottom and all parts of the spectrum are vital to the success of the league. The likes of teams such as Mere B, at the lower end of the league, are just as important as the team that wins the first division - without both a league does not exist. 

Finally I hope you all enjoyed your season, that you contribute to tonight's proceedings and that you continue to play in the league next year - and don't forget that someone has to lose so play it sportingly.

Thank you, Sid Jones

3 Apologies for absence
Steve Bond (Private); Richard Owen (Mere); Alec Wright (Mere); John Higgins (Wilmslow Cons); David Sykes (Mere); Craig Wreglesworth (Liberal); Graham Walls (Knutsford Cons); Bob Spilsbury (Mobberley)

4 Minutes of the previous AGM
The minutes had been previously distributed, discussed at Management Meetings and had been attached to the evening's agenda. Agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting, no objections or abstentions.

5 Any items arising from the minutes of the previous AGM
None arising

6 Report by Chairperson
Firstly , at the end of my first year in office, a warm vote of thanks to the other committee members, especially Tony for his hard work throughout the season, and Ray for the many years he has devoted to the League in a variety of roles. Equally the hard work of all previous Chairpersons and secretaries deserves mention, for which we should all be grateful. 

Covering this season in particular - our mutual aim, from the start of the season, was to streamline Committee meetings, and in so doing create greater interest for all those attending, which has I believe, been successfully achieved. The success of the League, both now and in the future depends entirely on all players and officers acting as a unit, against a background of clear concise workable rules, to preclude as many problems as possible. To this end, a lot of time this season has been devoted to this topic and is clearly working. Long may it continue. 

The efforts of Tony and Ray in seeing through the production of the Commemorative Hand book cannot be overstated, - congratulations!! On a personal note, I feel proud of the overall achievements of both Players and Committee this season and sincerely hope that the same levels of support are given to the new Committee. 

David Taylor

7 Report by Treasurer
Balance sheets were distributed to all present and Ray Dale reported:

Dear League member, At last year's AGM I gave notice that it was to be my last year as league Treasurer and this I confirmed at the last League Management Meeting. It is a position I have held since my friend Mervyn Pike suggested to the league that I may be interested and take over the position from him back in 1972. Thank you Mervyn!

I have been Treasurer for almost 30 years and trust that the changes I made over the years were the correct ones - notably the blanket charge where one fee covers everything. Fees used to be made up of all sorts of obscure items and over the years I consolidated those charges into one and it appears to have worked. When giving my first AGM report I remember Mr Sid Jones saying 'It was more like a budget statement - I propose we leave him to get on with it'. So that's what I did.

Back in the 90's with the full commitment of teams, we had a presentation night with cabaret, live band, disco, buffet and raffle - all free. Due to a lack of support the presentation night was discontinued. Spare funds from each year were accumulated to give the whole league a free season for the Millenium.

It is with deep regret that I am giving up the position but I think I have done my bit and time for a change is now due. Living out of the area does make it difficult to attend the league meetings and I must always put my family and business before pleasure. I would like to thank everyone in the league for their past support and especially during the last 5 years where I have experienced family health problems.

Now my 'full report':

The balance sheets have been set out to show expenditure for previous years together with projected costs in 2003/04. My projected expenditure last AGM was £3,735 with the actual figure being £70 more than that - due mainly to the additional outlay for the handbooks. The final balance of the year has fallen sharply and put the league in the red - mainly due to us losing 2 teams - with expenditure over income being - £350.04. Taking this away from the previous season credit balance of + £318.39 leaves us with a shortfall of £31.65.

Had we had the same number of teams in the league as the previous season, the balance would have been + £321 (+ £300 was my predicted figure). The situation of balance should be reversed for the end of next season and it is hoped we shall have at least one extra team in with reduced expenditure and the league will be back in credit.

It must be pointed out that the league is not out to make a profit but to pay the bills incurred in running the league. As stated at the 2001/02 AGM, fees had to go up to cover the overdue increases in Honorariums and trophy costs etc. Fees had been the same for the last 10 years and it is hoped these won't have to rise again for another 10 years.

I will go through expenditure with my own comments:

Honorarium - this was due for increase to a reasonable level. Both Secretary's and Treasurer's honorarium have not been increased since 1992 (bar a small rise in 2001/02). We also had the new position of Competitions / Trophies secretary created in 2002/03 with a Honorarium. With the realignment of league rolls when I leave, I suggest the Honorarium for the Secretary and Competitions secretary remain at £750 and £175 but that the Treasurers be reduced from £250 to £150 for next season. The commemorative handbooks were a major, but welcome, cost this season. The marvellous history of the league contained fixtures, rules, 24 photographs and over 60 pages of text. The cost of £675 was more than reasonable. It goes without saying that next year's handbook will cost far less. Score cards - the same printer was used and although overall cost was slightly up, the quantity obtained actually meant the cost per card was down. Trophies and engraving - the league has always tried to reward winners with quality trophies and with the increase in competitions there has been a very slight increase in overall cost. It should be noted that savings have been made in multiple winners opting for one better and fully engraved trophy instead of several trophies. He cost next year will be slightly higher again as we attempt to obtain a 'full set of trophies' with the addition of a Rotary and Pairs cup runners-up trophies which will need substantial engraving too. Trophies - we allow approximately £450 per division including competitions. We get a generous 35% discount from the suppliers who also engrave free and sponsor a competition for us. Insurance - We do not cover the trophies with insurance as the cost outweighed the benefits. The money saved has helped greatly with upgrading the league trophies. I suggest that it may be prudent to place the £120 annual insurance estimate in a separate account which could accumulate until the 60th year of the league and spent wisely then. Wreaths and donations - £10 was donated to charity via the funeral directors at Geoff Moores (past league officer) funeral and 2 x £25 donations following the charity shield. Finals of competitions - buffets were provided at the finals of some competitions at the expense of the host clubs. This was a welcome saving to the league and I'd personally like to thank those clubs. AGM - The costs of tonight's buffet have been reduced by £40 whilst still providing ample for the members present. There is also a saving as The Brook Street (Liberal) club have made no charge for the room or facilities. Thank you to them also. Income - funding from league match fees still operate as a blanket charge and they should not need to be increased for another 9 seasons.

The K&DASL is an amalgamation of all clubs involved and it is important that those clubs help promote snooker and encourage more teams to enter the league - not only for the benefit of the league as a whole but for their own future.

In conclusion, this is my last Treasurer's report and I sincerely wish to thank everyone who has helped and supported me over the many years. I wish the next Treasurer, Dave Nuttall, all the best for the future. I save my final comment for Mervyn Pike. It was very nice to meet you - what was that little job you had for me all those years ago?

Ray Dale

8 Report by Secretary
Dear player, as you know, I was elected as League Secretary at last year's AGM. You don't have much of an opportunity to make a long speech as an incoming officer but any of you who knew me before, knew that my reason for wanting to become Secretary was that I felt the league lacked some professionalism and seemed to be in almost an atmosphere of accepted decline. 

I have played in this league since I was old enough to do so and I could not sit idly by and watch the league decline. Everyone has their own set and code of morals but I also found the apparent disregard for the history and trophies of our league unacceptable too. We held AGM's for several years without the main trophies present and those trophies we had were engraved poorly or not at all. We had a Treasurer who was doing jobs he shouldn't have but because if he didn't they wouldn't get done. I put my name forward and appreciated being voted in last year.

Noises are fine if they are positive but actions are what makes progress. We should have had a 50th season anniversary handbook but it wasn't done. A celebration of the players and organisers of our league over 50 seasons but we didn't. I said I'd produce one and I did - I did most of the work myself and all in my own time but I would like you all to put your hands together in appreciation of the not insignificant part Ray Dale, our Treasurer, played in helping me with it.

Although I'm sad that we lost 2 more teams from the league this year, there are plans afoot to introduce new ones next season and I hope some of the league clubs will try even harder to increase their team numbers also. A new competition paid for completely by sponsorship, a trophy base for the league, an improving web-site (which incidentally led to the sponsor), and far more of a vibrant feel to the league are what I'll take away from this season.

I feel that I have delivered all I promised and much more but as I stand for re-election as Secretary at this AGM I ask for the opportunity to complete the job - it may take a while - and my aim, if re-elected, for next year is to find a sponsor for the league as a whole and increase the 3 divisions to a total of 26 teams with an ultimate aim of 30 teams. 

I will finish by thanking a few people: Ray Dale is Ray Dale (and I'm sure he won't mind me saying that!) but Ray is the most genuine hard working servant of this league you or I will ever meet. He'll be blushing now, but for far too long he has seeked no appreciation of the work he does willingly (and often free) for our league and too many of us (including me in the past) have been all too happy to make sure he gets what he asks for - no appreciation. I hope this public acknowledgement of his work goes some way towards redressing the balance. Thanks Ray.

Dave Taylor came into the position of Chairperson at last year's AGM with a clear mandate with a few words he uttered to me - "I want our management meetings to be run in an orderly manner and a place where things get done within a fixed time frame". In his quiet inimitable way Dave has fulfilled that mandate admirably and ensured all meetings stick to the agenda in a reasonable time scale and that the full participation of all the member clubs has meant action rather than words and what had previously been a forum out of control with no focus or direction became a unit that will provide the basis for our 'road to recovery'.

On that point can I genuinely thank the club reps who have attended the management meetings - all in their own time and I'm sure without much appreciation for fulfilling that role (do any of them get subs free seasons for doing it? I doubt it) in rain or shine. Your attendance may well have started out as a means to avoiding having a point deducted for each of your club teams but I know that most now attend willingly because you can see things being done.

Last but not least I thank you all for having me as Secretary and for making the league what it is.

Thank you, Tony Crompton

9 Report by Trophy / Competitions Secretary
Dear player, this has been another year of change with a new competition in the form of the 3 player trophy, the inclusion of an entry form into the league handbook and with the management committee deciding to introduce 'competition weeks' into the league timetable rather than occupying clubs on another night.

Let me mention each in turn. The 3 player trophy has been a great success and at no cost to the league. I found a sponsor for the competition who will fund it for at least the next 5 years - this is worth about £2,000 to the league. Despite lowish entry numbers, all who did play in it said it was a good addition to our non-league range of competitions.

The inclusion of an entry form in the handbook was a great success with far more players entering far more competitions - about 50% up on last season. An added bonus was the e-mail address and other contact details players put on the forms as this made communications far easier. This will definitely be included in the future.

The 'competition weeks' - a little surprisingly perhaps, I had no complaints from players about this change. All competitions had a greater number of entries than last year and 'Fail to Attends' where players just didn't turn up were down. All in all a great success.

The new 'disclaimer' introduced by me last year was an unqualified success with all the league trophies being returned intact and on time and all the league trophies are now held in a cabinet at Mobberley Victory Hall club for the last 8 weeks or so of the season. Many of you will know what an achievement and step forward that is and this too will continue in future seasons. There was only one anomaly in relation to the 'older' trophies - there was no runners-up trophy for the Rotary cup. This has been rectified and we now own a beautiful new trophy with all the previous winners details engraved on it. We will review the other competitions in due course on the same basis.

I am glad to report that as I resign from this role at this AGM, that the new post holder will be well placed to move things even further forward - I'm thinking particularly of ways to increase entry and attendance levels - as they too will have their own ideas. We should all support them in their endeavours and I am certainly going to be on hand to offer advice or help to whoever takes over this role - if they need or ask for it.

I make no apologies for repeating a comment I made at the last AGM in that trophies whilst not the be all and end all for anyone, are the figurehead for achievement in most sports and a right measure of a qualified achievement by those good or lucky enough to attain them. It is only right, I feel, that we should treat those trophies with the respect they deserve without placing too much onus upon the drive to attain them. We must never lose sight of the fact that our league prides itself on it's sociability and competitiveness.

I will finish by thanking my fellow committee members for their constructive advice at all times, CFS Trophies for sponsoring the 3 player competition and the clubs for their facilitation of the many matches - and last but not least I congratulate all the players on their sportsmanship and skill. 

Thank you, Tony Crompton

10 Chairperson to propose Honoraria
David Taylor proposed the Honoraria for the League Secretary (£750) and Competitions / Trophy Secretary (£175) stay the same for the 2003-04 season and the Treasurer's be reduced from £250 to £150 in accordance with the realignment of the role and responsibility. 

All agreed, no abstentions, none against.

11 Election of officers: 
President; Sid Jones re-elected unopposed

Chairperson; Dave Taylor re-elected unopposed

Vice-Chairperson; No post holder, no nominations

Treasurer; Dave Nuttall proposed by Andy Long; seconded by Rob Clarke elected. All in favour, none against, no abstentions.

Secretary; Tony Crompton re-elected unopposed

Trophy / Competitions Secretary; Andy Long proposed by Steve Prosser, seconded by Ken Shenton, elected. All in favour, none against, no abstentions.

12 Proposals from members
None

13 Proposals from the League Management Committee
PROPOSAL 1
Existing Rule 37.1 to remain and changed to read " Prizes will be awarded to the player in each division with the highest number of wins provided that they have played in at least 75% of league matches for one team"

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 2
Rule 37.2 to remain and changed to read "In the event of a tie, the winner will be decided on the criteria of most wins, least defeats, highest positive aggregate".

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 3
New Rule 37.3: "In seasons with 'bye weeks', players exceeding the maximum number of matches a team in their usual division could play, will have their average calculated by the League Secretary on a pro-rata basis".

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 4
Rule 43 to remain and become rule 43.1 

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 5
New Rule 43.2 to read "Matches must be played on the dates stated by the Competitions Secretary. It is acceptable to play matches before the stated date, in which case (a) the League Secretary must be informed of the change and the new date for the match and (b) all players affected must be informed and agreeable and (c) the club hosting the planned match on the original date must be informed as soon as possible and (d) the new date must allow all matches affected to be completed before the original stated date.

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 6
Rule 41.1 currently reads "Players must have played at least 3 times for the same team to qualify for competitions". New rule 41.1 to read "Players must have played at least 3 times in the league in the current season to qualify for the last 16 round onwards of any competition"

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 7
Rule 41.2 currently reads "Any player who has not played the required 3 games by 31st December in the current season will not be eligible". New rule 41.2 to read "Any player who has not played the required 3 games by the last 16 round of any competition will be removed from the draw and may be replaced by players they beat in previous rounds".

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 8
New Rule 3.2 to compliment rule Rule 3.1 "League officers also representing their club may vote with a maximum of 1 club, 1 vote in any vote"

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

PROPOSAL 9
Existing rule 3.2 is unchanged in wording but becomes Rule 3.3 "In the event of a tied vote, the chairperson will have the deciding vote".

Agreed, all in favour, none against, no abstentions.

The meeting was followed by the prize presentations and a free buffet.

Minutes of the 2003-04 AGM

Knutsford Conservative Club Friday 30th April 2004
Attendance (41):
Mobberley: 

Tony Crompton; Jack Tulley; Paul Kubiak; Chris McNeil; Paul Hodson

Knutsford Liberal: 

Andy Long; Steve Prosser; Rod Buxton, Richard Buxton, Les Golden, Ted Golden, Alan Flood, Paul Langley

The Private Club: 

Dave Taylor; Sid Jones; Tony Prole, 

Mere: 

Bob Jones; Philip Simpson

Knutsford Conservative: 
John Prince; David Potter; Ken Shenton; Phil Redclift, Scott Mills, Graham Walls, Scott Mills, Keith Aldred, Mick Hanson, Derek Thompson, Ian Hendry

The Tatton Club: 

Rob Clarke; Steve Franklin;

Shaw Heath; 
Rick Brookman

Wilmslow Conservative club: 

Dave Nuttall; Richard Bayley

Royal London: 

Jeremy Straker; Mark Newall, Paul Adkin, Stephen Sharples, Alan Beeley, Steve Flinders, Graham Robertson

Morley:
None present

1 Opening remarks by the chairperson
David Taylor welcomed all to the meeting and explained the format for the meeting before handing the chair to the League President for the rest for the meeting.

2 Opening remarks by the President
This season has seen yet more improvements in general standards of play but we must all remember that it is the playing and not the winning that matters. It’s nice to see so many attending this AGM and that is due in no small part to the work of the league Secretary. I hope you enjoy your evening. 

Thank you, Sid Jones

3 Apologies for absence
Ray Dale, Bruce Tulley, Bob Spilsbury, Mike Gittins, Mark Holden, Gary Nolan, Dave Rainford, Geoff Owen, Andy Vickers, Chris Smith, Keith Roden, Peter Stakes

4 Minutes of the previous AGM
The minutes had been previously distributed and discussed at the League Management Meetings. Agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting, no objections or abstentions.

5 Any items arising from the minutes of the previous AGM
None arising - all dealt with at subsequent League Management Meetings.

6 Report by Chairperson
Chairman's Report 2003/ 2004 season

I am pleased to say that this has been a season where the standard of play in both league and competitions will be difficult to better in the future. Both elements, league play and competitions, have been well supported,
thanks to the considerable efforts of both Tony and Andy - who had a hard act to follow as Competition Secretary. The rule changes introduced the previous season, have clearly helped to make everybody's input worthwhile and establish beyond doubt, the important contribution the regular committee meetings make in the
professional manner the league has been run. My personal thanks are extended to both fellow league officials, and all players alike.

Thanks, Dave Taylor

7 Report by Treasurer
Balance sheets were distributed to all present and Dave Nuttall reported: I‘m not going to try and emulate Ray Dale by giving you a shed load of facts and figures dating back to the year dot so this will be the quickest Treasurer’s report in history! As you can see from the statement we are in a very healthy position. When we’ve built up a sufficient cash surplus the committee intends to do something special – don’t know what yet so we’ll just have to wait and see. Tony has managed to nail down our trophy supplier to an all time low – nice one Tony! I’m sure you’ll agree that the quality of trophy has improved at no compromise to cost – excellent news! It has been or will be proposed that the honoraria be altered to reflect the effort put in by the recipients – hence it is proposed that the Comp Secretary’s fee increases from £175 to £200 whilst the Treasurer fee reduces to £125 from £150 – I personally believe this to be fair and right. Finally I would like to thank the following in no particular order : (1) Mobberley Victory Hall for paying all their 4 teams fees up front which provided me with a float to pay printing suppliers. (2) All the teams that paid promptly at half year and at year end. (3) Steve Redwood for continuing to sponsor the Champions trophy. I’ll now take any questions regarding the financial statement. (None asked).

8 Report by Secretary
Dear player, As you know, it is now 2 season’s since I was elected as League Secretary. Those 2 season’s have seen much change - some of it for changes sake (and there is nothing wrong with a fresh look at things) but much more needed to be changed. With the addition of a second team from Royal London and a third team from the Liberal club, we now have a full calendar and no bye weeks and my aim for next season is to maintain those numbers with 3 divisions of 8 teams. The league web-site has continued to grow and be used by more and more players with the ‘hits’ (visits to the site) now approaching the thousand mark. We now have a full compliment of league trophies with the anomalies of missing trophies for the runners-up in the Rotary Cup, Team KO cup and H. Astles Pairs having been rectified within existing budget thanks to the ‘multi engraving of existing trophies’ employed by some winners. This puts the league on an even more sound footing. On this point, there are huge gaps in the history of the KO Cup runners-up spot and all players are encouraged to help me fill that missing data. I will finish by thanking a few people: Andy Long - took over from me as the Competitions and Trophy Secretary at last year’s AGM. I’m sure he will agree with me that he wasn’t quite prepared for what he encountered but I have got to say that he has acquitted himself brilliantly and showed an organisational approach to the post which I feel we should all be proud of. Increased entries brought welcome problems to Andy and he was fast to learn. Thanks. Dave Taylor - quietly chairs the league meetings and has always been ‘in the shadows’ to offer advice and support for the other officers. Thank you Dave. Dave Nuttall - returned to an officer’s role last AGM as Treasurer and has kept the league finances tight and put us on a firm footing with contingencies to provide funds for appropriate league anniversaries when they arise. This will stand the lead in good stead for the future. Well done. The club reps - who have attended the management meetings in their own time and without reward. The league can only grow with the full participation of the member clubs and it is vital that we never return to the dictatorship (through apathy) of some former league management structures. The players, teams and clubs are what makes our league different, better and stronger than many other local leagues and I am convinced that the league management meetings in the format we have, are the way forward. I stand for re-election and hope to continue the development of the league for at least another couple of season’s.

Thank you, Tony Crompton

9 Report by Trophy / Competitions Secretary
Andy Long reported: This has been an excellent season, producing some snooker of the highest calibre. With the competitions starting in the second half of the season, it seemed only logical to move away from the 'based on last season' format and base the handicaps on players and team performances at the half way point in the league. I believe this to be a fair indication of form for applying the handicaps. The C.F.S - 3 Player competition, held at Mobberley, had ten teams competing in a changed format of knock-out, producing some very tight matches. The Redwood Hire Champions Cup (played on three consecutive Sundays at Mobberley) saw a full compliment of 8 entrants from Division 2. A big disappointment, though, was that only 50% turned out from Division 1 and Division 3. Some who failed to appear had even beaten team mates to become their representative - this is baffling to me. I intend to find a way of encouraged all teams to attend in future as the sponsor and the league deserve better. Despite this issue, all three divisions produced some excellent competition and days snooker. There have been increased entries on the H. Astles Pairs (32 Pairs), the Rotary Cup (57) and the scratch Jay Trophy (47 entrants). Very pleasingly, there have been few no shows this season, with most having the courtesy to let either myself or their opponent know. The league rule allowing flexibility in match date before the published one has been used several times to good effect this season. The League has completed it's full set of trophies by purchasing Runners-up trophies for the Team KO, H. Astles Pairs and the Rotary Cup. Some previous year's names are missing (particularly in the Team KO Cup) and if anyone has any knowledge of these, please let myself or Tony know. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who entered this season's competitions and the clubs for holding the matches. Special thanks go to Mobberley Victory Hall, Tatton Club and the Private Club for hosting the finals. Finally, thanks to our Secretary Tony Crompton for his support and advice in this my first year as competitions secretary. 

Many thanks, Andy Long

10 Chairperson to propose Honoraria
David Taylor proposed the Honoraria for the League Secretary as an unchanged £750, the Competitions / Trophy Secretary to increase from £175 to £200 and the Treasurer's to be reduced from £150 to £125 in accordance with the realignment of the role and responsibility. 

All agreed, no abstentions, none against.

11 Election of officers: 
President; Sid Jones re-elected unopposed

Chairperson; Dave Taylor re-elected unopposed

Vice-Chairperson; Secretary to stand in as required

Treasurer; Dave Nuttall re-elected unopposed

Secretary; Tony Crompton re-elected unopposed

Trophy / Competitions Secretary; Andy Long re-elected unopposed

12 Proposals from members

PROPOSAL 1

New rule at 43.3: 'Any team failing to send a representative to play in the Redwood Hire Champions Trophy will be deducted 2 points in the league'

16 for, 19 against, 6 abstentions. Defeated.

13 Proposals from the League Management Committee
PROPOSAL 1

Existing rule 25.3 reads: "Any strengthening of teams in either the league honours, relegation or promotion zones will be dealt with by the league committee in the appropriate manner". 

Proposal to change to: "Any strengthening of teams which affects matters in either the league honours, relegation or promotion zones during the final quarter of the season will be dealt with by the league committee in the appropriate manner". 

29 for, 2 against, 10 abstentions. Carried.

PROPOSAL 2

Existing rule 22.2 reads: 'In the event of a tie on aggregate, the black in the final frame only will be re-spotted and a coin tossed to decide the order of play' 

Proposed rule 22.2 reads: 'In the event of a tie on aggregate, in a match where the frame scores are uneven the black in the final frame only will be re-spotted and a coin tossed to decide the order of play' 

25 for, 3 against, 13 abstentions. Carried.

PROPOSAL 3

Proposed new rule 22.3 reads: 'In the event of a tie on aggregate in a match where the score is 3-3, neither team will score an extra 'aggregate' point and the match will be drawn'.

19 for, 14 against, 8 abstentions. Carried.

PROPOSAL 4

Existing rule 23.2 reads: 'Should 2 or more teams be equal on points the final league positions shall be decided on the number of matches won and if this is still a tie then the team with the highest positive aggregate will be declared the winner'

Proposed rule 23.2 reads: 'Should 2 or more teams be equal on points the final league positions shall be decided on the number of matches won and if this is still a tie then the team with the most draws, then the highest positive aggregate will be declared the winner'

31 for, 2 against, 8 abstentions. Carried.

The meeting was then closed and followed by a buffet.

2004-05 AGM 

Mere Parish Club – Friday 29th April 2005

Attendance (57 listed): 

Shaw Heath (4) – David Jenyons, Peter Hankey, Rick Brookman, David Rainford 

Royal London (10) – Steve Barnes, Steve Sharples, Steve Flinders, Alan Beeley, Paul Adkin, Barry Ridings, Julian Smith, Gilberto Macedo, Rob Bowers, Ben Carter 

Mere (4) – Philip Simpson, Andy Cowell, Bob Jones, Pip Dunkerley 

Knutsford Cons (8) – Steve Power, Carl Prince, Scott Mills, David Potter, Keith Aldred, Ken Shenton, John Prince, Mike Davies, 

Brook Street (9) – Richard Buxton, Rodney Buxton, D. Heywood, Andy Long, Steve Prosser, Rick Peers, Geoff Sharpe, Les Golden, Terry Golden 

Tatton (1) – Rob Clarke 

Mobberley (5) – Tony Crompton, Mike Roylance, Bob Spilsbury, Bruce Tulley, Jack Tulley 

Knutsford Bowling (9) – Steve Bond, Tony Prole, Trevor Horsefield, Paul Hart, Phil Crook, Andy Vickers, Rick Edwards, Dave Taylor, Sid Jones 

Wilmslow Cons (7) – John Higgins, Peter Stakes, Alan Hardy, Norman Richins, Richard Bayley, Jim Sinclair, Dave Nuttall 

Morley (0) 

1 Opening remarks by the chairperson 

Chair Dave Taylor opened the meeting explaining that the Chair will initially be handed to the President for his opening comments and then handed back to him. Proceedings will be led by the Secretary but under his Chairpersonship. 

2 Opening remarks by the President 

President Sid Jones formally opened the meeting with his opening remarks about the organisation of the league and the sporting manner in which the game is played here and then hands the Chair back to Dave Taylor. 

3 Apologies for absence 

The Secretary ensured that all present are members, that all present are recorded and accepts apologies from those absent. 

Apologies received from: Tim Copner, Mark Newall, Mark Holbrook, Steve Roberts, John Thompson, Ian Carr, Dave Lee, Ian Willson, Graham Walls, Gary Nolan, Mike Gittins 

4 Minutes of the previous AGM 

The Secretary stated that the minutes from the last AGM were distributed to all club reps and clubs at the first league management committee meeting after the AGM. The minutes were placed on the league website within 2 days of the meeting for all to access. At that management meeting, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM. 

5 Any matters arising from the minutes of the previous AGM 

At the first management meeting after the last AGM, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM. 

6 Report by Chairperson 

Once again the season draws to a highly successful conclusion. The combined input and hard work of all the management team and committee members has produced a very buoyant league, which is clearly enjoyable to all participants, in both league fixtures and the competitions. 

Of course, without you, the players of all abilities, winners and losers alike, all are vitally important, and it is you who make the league what it is and I am proud to be associated with you all. 

Without doubt playing standards have never been better and I convey my personal congratulations to all trophy winners and my sincere thanks to Tony and Andy especially, for their excellent organisation throughout the season. 

Thank you, Dave Taylor. 

7 Report by Treasurer 

Gentlemen, 

As you can see from the balance sheet we have a very healthy positive balance and with income still to come from 12 teams to complete the match fees for the season (12 teams x £84 = £1008) it will only become even healthier. 

I do propose to shift some of this balance into a high interest Building Society account to attract more than the 0.1% interest it’s receiving at the moment – Let’s get OUR money working for US! 

I confirm that general running costs have remained on par with last year except for the £365 savings as a result of not have handbooks – nice one Tony! 

As there has been very little financial activity this year to report upon I would like to conclude by thanking Steve Redwood for his continued sponsorship and a big thank you to Steve Bond’s Company for sponsoring the cost of League handbooks for next Season. 

Regards, Dave Nuttall 

Income 
Balance 2003/4 b/f £1,320.31 
Match fees £2,991.50 
Donation (Redwood Hire) £200.00 
Total Income £4,511.81 


Expenditure 
Honoraria 
Secretary £750.00 
Treasurer £125.00 
Competition Secretary £200.00 
Expenses 
Secretary £0.00 
Treasurer £0.00 
Competition Secretary £35.00 
Printing 
Fixture books £0.00 
Score cards £130.43 
Trophies (approx) £900.00 
Engraving £0.00 
Refreshments £118.50 
Misc 
Redwood Hire Champions £200.00 
Total expenditure £2,458.93 


Positive Balance £2,052.88 
£4,511.81 

8 Report by Secretary 

Dear player, 

Well, it is now 3 seasons’s since I was elected as League Secretary and those seasons have seen our league grow and improve out of all recognition. The standards in every division have gone through the roof with 100 plus scores and near or better than 50 breaks in each. This season is the first in which we have retained every team from the previous year. While leagues around us struggle and even fold, we are strong with teams waiting to fill gaps. Well done to each and every one of you. The league web site has continued to grow and be used by more and more players with the ‘hits’ (visits to the site) now approaching the five thousand mark. I now have 50 or so player’s e-mails who receive my weekly Guardian write up - whether or not it is published. I must say, though, that the Guardian has done us proud since I took over. We now have a full compliment of league trophies with the runners-up in the Rotary Cup, Team KO cup and H. Astles Pairs having been engraved as fully as possible - there are still large gaps in the history for runners-up in the Team KO Cup - and the savings from the ‘multi engraving of existing trophies’ employed by some winners. This puts the league on an even more sound financial footing. Continuing on the good news theme, Steve Bond’s employers have kindly agreed to sponsor the leagues handbooks and scorecards for the foreseeable future. This is a brilliant commitment and releases league funds further still. I don’t wish to steal Dave Nuttall’s (Treasurer) thunder too much but with the omission of handbooks this season and the sponsorship of 2 league competitions and the handbooks / cards next year, the league aim of being able to have plenty of reserve funds for the major (5’s and 10’s) anniversary year’s is well on track. Anyone with any ideas - clean and sensible please! - on what we should spend the league funds on in the 2006-07 season should e-mail or write to me for consideration by the committee. A subcommittee will be formed in that season to arrange a variety of events - ideas so far include a ‘winners all’ competition (only those that have ever won one of the leagues non-team competitions), a ‘family cup’ (where siblings and family members only take part), a heavily subsidised trip to the UK Championships at Preston, tickets for the competition finalists to the World Championships and exhibitions by professionals on the prize presentation night. One thing is for sure, it will definitely be a season to remember. 

I will finish, as usual, by thanking a few people: Andy Long - took over from me 2 years ago as the Competitions and Trophy Secretary and he has once again acquitted himself brilliantly with few hiccups. Thanks. Dave Taylor - quietly chairs the league meetings and has provided support when needed. Dave Nuttall - Well done in looking after the important issue of the league’s finances. The club reps - who have attended the management meetings in their own time and without reward. The league can only grow with the full participation of the member clubs. I am convinced that the league management meetings in the format we have, are the way forward.  And finally, you ‘The Players’. I said this last year and I’m proud to say it again. You are what makes our league different, better and stronger than many other local leagues. From the top of the first division to the bottom of the third I see and hear from players who consider playing in this league as being a part of their lives - it’s what they do on a Tuesday or Thursday during the season - and that is a very satisfying feeling as a League Secretary. Thank you. 

I stand for re-election and hope to continue the development of the league for at least another couple of seasons. Thank you, Tony Crompton 


9 Report by Trophy / Competitions Secretary 

Once again, the competitions have been well supported. The C.F.S 3 player’s trophy again showed increased entries (16) and was played over two Sundays at Mobberley. Sponsors C.F.S, have agreed to provide us with a runners-up trophy this year. The H.Astles Pairs, Rotary Cup and Jay Trophy competitions showed slightly less entries than last year, but once again produced some excellent snooker. The Redwood Hire Champions Cup saw 7 out of the possible 8 entries from Div 3 and 5 entries each from Div 2 and 1, this again being a disappointing turn out. We have addressed this problem at our management meetings and from next season, team entries will need to be in by November. Any free spaces will be filled by extra entries playing qualifying matches in December. The trophy engraving has been updated with only the team K.O Runners-Up still missing some details from previous years. Anyone with any knowledge of these, please come forward. Thanks again to C.F.S and Steve Redwood for their continued sponsorship. Thanks also to Mobberley, Brook St, Wilmslow Cons Club and the Knutsford Bowling Club for staging the finals and thanks to all who entered the competitions and supplying results promptly. Finally congratulations to all this seasons winners. 

Thanks, Andy Long

10 Chairperson to propose Honoraria 

Honoraria agreed at the last AGM: Secretary £750, Trophy / Competition Secretary £200 and Treasurer £125. Vote then took place and was unanimously in favour to pay agreed Honoraria (in arrears) and there were no proposals received to alter the Honoraria for the 2005-06 season. 

11 Election of officers: 

President; Sid Jones 
Chairperson; Dave Taylor 
Vice-Chairperson; Secretary as required 
Treasurer; Dave Nuttall 
Secretary; Tony Crompton 
Trophy / Competitions Secretary; Andy Long 

All post holders have announced their intention to stand for re-election and in the absence of any other nominations are duly re-elected unopposed. 

12 Proposals received from members 

New rule: “Teams playing in the 1st division will play on Thursday nights with the possible exception of where there are more than 2 teams from that club in that division” 

Proposed by Ken Shenton and seconded by David Potter - Knutsford Cons club - most appropriate place is at 15.5 if agreed. 

Agreed. 

Life member nomination: Bruce Tulley. Proposed by Dave Taylor and seconded by Chris Smith (Knutsford Bowling club). 

Agreed. 

New rule at 51.5 to read: “All players and teams in the non-league match competitions will pay the normal league match fee each match and the accumulated fees collected from each season’s competitions will be donated to a charity of the President’s Trophy finalists choice”. 

Proposed by Irvine MacDonald and John Higgins (Wilmslow Cons club) 

Defeated. 

New rule: Team KO cup rule 50 to change to 50.1 to accommodate new rule at 50.2 to read: “All teams in the team KO cup will pay the normal league match fee each match and the accumulated fees collected from each season’s competition will be donated to a charity of the winners choice”. 

Proposed by Ian MacDonald and John Higgins (Wilmslow Cons club) 

Agreed. 

13 Proposals from the League Management Committee 

Amendment to rule 32.1: “Both captains must ensure that their score cards reach the league secretary no later than the local post on Tuesday following the match” (previously the Monday following the match – change to existing rule) 

Agreed. 

New rule at 32.2: “E-mailed scanned copies of the actual signed scorecards are acceptable proof of score BUT this does not include lists of the scores or merely the match score” 

Agreed. 

Rule 32.2 is slightly amended and becomes rule 32.3: “Teams failing to adhere to rule 32.1 or 32.2 will have 1 point deducted” 

Agreed. 

Rule 28: (forfeited frames) to be changed from 40-0 to 70-0 for a forfeited frame 

Agreed. 

2005-6 AGM 

Knutsford Bowling Club – Friday 12th May 2006

Attendance (49 listed): 

Shaw Heath (3) – David Jenyons, Peter Hankey, Mike Christison

Royal London (6) – Mark Newall, Pete Maltby, Paul Adkin, Rob Bowers, Tim Copner, Ben Carter 

Mere (2) – Andy Cowell, Bob Jones 

Knutsford Cons (5) – John Ibbotson, Ian Hendry, Scott Mills, David Potter, Ken Shenton

Brook Street (9) – Richard Buxton, Rodney Buxton, Andy Long, Steve Prosser, Rick Peers, Jeff Gorton, Rick Bradburn, Arthur Hasford, Colin Hamer

Tatton (4) – Ant Roden, Phil Roden, Keith Roden, Nick Walton

Mobberley (10) – Tony Crompton, Mike Roylance, Bruce Tulley, Jack Tulley, Rob Antrobus, Chris McNeil, Adam McNeil, Paul Hodson, Mike Gittins, Wayne Hammond

Knutsford Bowling (7) – Steve Bond, Ian Carr, Dave Taylor, Chris Smith, Brian Lomas, Geoff Taylor, Phil Willocks

Wilmslow Cons (3) – Peter Stakes, Mike Sullivan, Dave Nuttall 

1 Opening remarks by the chairperson 

Chair (as elected at the 2004-5 AGM) Dave Taylor had resigned part-way through the season and the Vice-Chair Tony Crompton had taken over the role in agreement with the League Management Committee. Tony therefore opened the meeting explaining that the Chair would have been initially handed to the President for his opening comments and then handed back to him. As the President was not present, proceedings would all be led by the Secretary. 

2 Opening remarks by the President 

President Sid Jones not present, the Secretary formally welcomed everyone to the meeting.

3 Apologies for absence 

The Secretary ensured that all present are members, that all present are recorded and accepts apologies from those absent. 

Apologies received from: Dave Blackburn, Paul Langley, Dave Rainford, Geoff Owen, Alan Beeley, Steve Flinders, Lawrence Barnett, Graham Walls, Dave Moores, Phil Woods, Joe Blessyn, Bob Spilsbury

4 Minutes of the previous AGM 

The Secretary stated that the minutes from the last AGM were distributed to all club reps and clubs at the first league management committee meeting after the AGM. The minutes were placed on the league website within 2 days of the meeting for all to access. At that management meeting, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM. Hard copies were available for those present.

5 Any matters arising from the minutes of the previous AGM 

At the first management meeting after the last AGM, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM. 

6 Report by Vice-Chairperson 

Tony Crompton wished to take this opportunity to thank the Chairperson - Dave Taylor - for his work in the league prior to his enforced resignation for personal reasons. Dave will continue as a league player and indeed is to sponsor one of the Anniversary competitions. 

7 Report by Treasurer 

Gentlemen, 

As you can see from the balance sheet we have a very healthy positive balance and will be comfortably able to fund this years special activities. I still propose to shift some of this balance into a high interest Building Society account and can only apologise for not doing so sooner – some events were out of my control.

The general running costs have remained roughly on par with last year but at the time of writing can only approximate trophy costs and the refreshment charges.

I would like to conclude by thanking Steve Redwood for his continued sponsorship and for all those teams which have paid their fees promptly.

Regards, Dave Nuttall 
	Match fees
	£4,032.00

	Team KO fees
	£276.00

	Redwood Hire
	£200.00

	Less un presented cheque
	-£50.00

	Total Income
	£7,362.36

	
	

	Expenditure
	

	Honoraria
	

	Secretary
	£750.00

	Treasurer
	£125.00

	Comp' Secretary
	£200.00

	Expenses
	

	Secretary
	

	Treasurer 
	

	Comp' Secretary
	£35.00

	Printing
	

	Fixture books
	£395.00

	Score cards
	£135.13

	Trophies (approx) 
	£850.00

	Engraving
	

	AGM refreshments
	£120.00

	Misc Expenses (Inter league comp / century break)
	£101.75

	Charity donations
	£276.00

	Redwood Hire Champions
	£200.00

	Total expenditure
	£3,187.88

	Positive Balance
	£4,024.48

	
	£7,212.36


8 Report by Secretary 

Dear player, 

Well, it is now 4 season's since I was elected as League Secretary and those seasons have seen our league grow and improve out of all recognition. The standards in every division have gone through the roof with 100 plus scores and near or better than 50 breaks in each. 

This season started disastrously with the late withdrawal of long time member club, Morley who I hope will one day rejoin us. Not only did this leave us with a bye week but the handbooks became largely superfluous as they contained the fixtures! A very busy week then ensued and several late nights writing and re-writing the fixtures and holding extra management meetings. The end result was the welcome addition of a second Shaw Heath team into division 3 and the additional promotion of Mere A to division 1 and Knutsford Cons A to division 2. 

The Shaw Heath team have promptly shown their worth in achieving promotion in their first season but it is Mere A and Knutsford Cons A I want to make particular mention of. Both teams, and I’m sure they will not mind me saying this, have just played a full season at a level beyond their previous ability. Both have just been relegated. But - and this is the crux of my mentioning them - never once in that season of snooker did either team moan or complain that they were being beaten regularly. Indeed, both teams have taken the view of using the situation as a learning curve that will, I’ve no doubts, stand them in good stead for season’s to come. I personally thank both team squads.

As you know, each season brings with it different challenges but the ever improving standards in this league are well worthy of mention. This season has brought a notable one - the first ever century break in the league’s history. A truly fantastic achievement by Colin Hamer of Brook Street. If you visit the website you will also see that no less than 22 other new records were set this season - some good and some not so good! 

Next season is a momentus one for the league. It is the 55th and never before have we celebrated our history as we will. I have organised a committee where the 9 member clubs have each chosen an event to ‘own’. These events range from additional competitions to trips to snooker competitions, to a professional player night, to family and fun occasions and much more. I don’t want to single out any event but I’m particularly excited by some of the more historical ones shall we say! We also accept that we have a reasonably full calendar already and that these season long anniversary events need to compliment the existing - and we will work hard to make sure we do.

I will finish, as usual, by thanking a few people: 

Andy Long has yet again run the league competitions meticulously despite a higher number than usual of ‘fail to shows’. Those are issues with the entrants not the organiser - thanks Andy. 

Dave Nuttall - Well done, once again, in looking after the important issue of the league’s finances. With the anniversary season almost upon us, Dave’s experience will be used greatly in the next 12 months.

The club reps who have attended the management meetings in their own time and without reward. I repeat my comments from previous season’s. The league can only grow with the full participation of the member clubs. I am convinced that the league management meetings in the format we have, are the way forward.  

And finally, you ‘The Players’. There cannot be winners of any final without someone who loses in the first round but I am glad to say that you still enter all the competitions in growing numbers. Every team and most players have different agendas, ambitions and goals but I’m delighted that the League is a firm part of your routine and that is still a very satisfying feeling as a League Secretary. Thank you and see you next season. 

Tony Crompton 

9 Report by Trophy / Competitions Secretary

Firstly, I would like to thank all the players who have taken part in this seasons competitions and also Redwood Hire and Surridge Sport (formally C.F.S) for their continued sponsorship.

In the three previous seasons, entries have been up and no-shows on match night down to a minimum. This season we have had a disappointing increase in the numbers of walk-overs and players failing to inform me that they can not make the match. Informing me, allows me to let their opponents know in advance and, as importantly, the clubs which we are using for matches.

The Management Committee introduced a ‘rule’ this year, that in the Redwood and CFS Competitions, a no-show on the day would result in exclusion the following season. This was done to emphasise the disrespect shown to the sponsors of those competitions by players saying they would appear and then not doing so – often after having played ‘in house’ competitions to get to that stage of the actual event. I will be asking the management committee for this rule to cover all competitions from next season.

Once again, I would like to thank Mobberley for hosting the Redwood and CFS competitions and Tatton, Knutsford Bowling Club and Brook Street for allowing the league to use them for the H. Astles Pairs, Rotary and Jay finals nights respectively.

Finally, once again we have had some excellent snooker and breaks in all the competitions and I add my congratulations to all this seasons winners.

Thanks, Andy Long

10 Vice-Chairperson to propose Honoraria 

The Vice-Chair said that he was in the rather unusual position of proposeing Honoraria that included his own. As there was no proposal to increase the amounts – despite next season probably increasing the officers workloads by 50% plus – he felt there was no conflict of interest. Honoraria agreed at the last AGM: Secretary £750, Trophy / Competition Secretary £200 and Treasurer £125. Vote then took place and was unanimously in favour to pay agreed Honoraria (in arrears) and, as stated, there were no proposals received to alter the Honoraria for the 2006-7 season. 

11 Election of officers: 

President; Sid Jones 
Chairperson; Steve Power - nominated by Dave Taylor and seconded by Tony Crompton 
Vice-Chairperson; Secretary as required 
Treasurer; Dave Nuttall 
Secretary; Tony Crompton 
Trophy / Competitions Secretary; Andy Long 

All post holders, bar the Chairperson, had announced their intention to stand for re-election and in the absence of any other nominations were duly re-elected unopposed. Steve Power accepted as Chairperson after unanimous vote. 

12 Proposals received from members

None received. 

13 Proposals from the League Management Committee 

1 - Team KO cup forfeited frames
Rule 47 present:

Teams failing to turn out 6 players shall lose the frame 70-0 plus one sixth of their handicap. E.g. Team A handicap 300 v Team B on 100, Team A only have 5 players and so forfeit the frame 70-0 plus 1 sixth of their 300 = 50. Total frame score for forfeited frame is therefore 120-0.

Rule 47 proposed:

Teams failing to turn out 6 players shall lose each forfeited frame 70-0.

Agreed: unanimously.

2 - Money from KO cup games
Rule 50.2 present:

All teams in the team KO cup will pay the normal league match fee each match and the accumulated fees collected from each season's competition will be donated to a charity of the winner's choice.

Rule 50.2 proposed:

All teams in the team KO cup will pay the normal league match fee each match and the accumulated fees collected from each season's competition will be split 60% - 40% in favour of the winner's and opponents in the ‘Charity / Presidents Trophy’ and donated to a charity of each team's choice.

Agreed after vote: For 19, Against 13, Abstained 17.

14 Date of Next AGM

To be arranged and set at the August Management Committee Meeting.

Knutsford & District Amateur Snooker League

2006-7 AGM 

Mobberley Victory Hall Memorial Club – Friday 27th April 2007


Attendance (57 listed): 

Brook Street (8) – Paul Langley, Andy Long, Steve Prosser, Rick Peers, Richard Brookman, Paddy Walker, Alan

Flood, Jamie Way

Knutsford Bowling (16) – Richard Buxton, Rodney Buxton, Dave Taylor, Phil Crook, Adrian Crook, Paul Hart, Andy Vickers, Mark Perry, Brian Lomas, Geoff Taylor, Phil Willocks, Jeff Gorton, Rick Edwards, Arthur Hasford, Colin Hamer, Sid Jones

Knutsford Cons (1) – Steve Power

Mere (4) – Bob Jones, Philip Simpson, Steven Bloor, Geoff Jackson 

Morley (0) - None

Mobberley (9) – Tony Crompton, Bob Spilsbury, Mike Roylance, Bruce Tulley, Jack Tulley, Chris McNeil, Adam McNeil, Paul Hodson, Mike Gittins

Royal London (9) – Alan Beeley, Steve Flinders, Steve Bond, Mark Newall, Pete Maltby, Paul Adkin, Rob Bowers, Tim Copner, Ben Carter

Shaw Heath (3) – David Jenyons, Steve Jenyons, Peter Hankey

Tatton (2) – Phil Roden, Keith Roden

Wilmslow Cons (5) – Peter Stakes, Alan Hardy, John Higgins, Jim Sinclair, Richard Bailey

1 Opening remarks by the chairperson 

Chair Steve Power opened the meeting explaining that the Chair will be initially handed to the President for his

opening comments and then handed back to him.

2 Opening remarks by the President 

President Sid Jones formally welcomed everyone to the meeting and then announced a 1 minute silence, observe

by all, in memory of Tommy Drinkwater (a founder member of the league) who died recently. 

Sid briefly mentioned the ‘issues’ of the past season and emphasised that the league is about snooker not

personalities or politics. He said he hoped the sour issues in the past season are quickly forgotten and mentioned

his disgust at the personal agendas of a certain player. He thanked all for attending and hoped the league continued to flourish under the current leadership before handing the Chair back to Steve Power to continue the meeting.

3 Apologies for absence 

The Secretary ensured that all present are listed on the attendance sheet and are members and accepts apologies

for those absent. 

Apologies received from: 

John Thompson, Ray Dale, Rob Clarke, ant Roden, Alan williams, Irvine MacDonald, Paul adkin, rob Bowers,

James Nash, Geoff Owen, Ian Carr, Richard Bradburn, Lawrence Barnett, Ian Willson, Ron Tagg, Drew McAra, Ian Snelson, Gary Nolan, Mark Holden

4 Minutes of the previous AGM 

The Secretary stated that the minutes from the last AGM were distributed to all club reps and clubs at the first

league management committee meeting after the AGM. The minutes were placed on the league website within a

few days of the meeting for all to access. At that first management meeting, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM. 

The Secretary said that he would not be producing hard copies of minutes at either AGM’s or Management

Meetings in future as they were always available on the league web site which contains all the minutes of all league meetings.

5 Any matters arising from the minutes of the previous AGM 

At the first management meeting after the last AGM, any matters arising were dealt with and the minutes accepted as a true and accurate account of the AGM and placed on the league web site. 

6 Report by Chairperson 

Steve Power welcomed all to the AGM and said that he also would not dwell on the negative parts of the past

season. He thanked evey club for their wholehearted support and organisation in managing to organise several

anniversary events which ran alongside the existing season’s competitions seamlessly. 

7 Report by Dep. Treasurer (Secretary) 

Gentlemen, 

For those of you who are unaware, Dave Nuttall resigned as Treasurer just before Christmas and the role was

jointly performed by the Secretary and Trophy / Competitions Secretary for the rest of the season. As you will see later, a new post holder has been proposed for the 2007-8 season.

As you can see from the balance sheet we have a very healthy positive balance and will be comfortably able to fund our start up costs for next season. There is no longer a need for a league handbook each season and the decision to award multiple trophy winners one fully engraved trophy is also a major factor in this.

There may be some minor alterations to the figures shown as some teams are yet to pay their league fees, the

issue of the Treasurers Honoraria is subject of later discussion and the AGM raffle sales will be different. I would like to conclude by thanking Steve Redwood for his continued sponsorship and Sturrocks for sponsoring the 3 player competition as well as all those teams which have paid their league fees promptly.

Regards, Tony Crompton

	Positive Balance Brought forward from 2005-6 Season
	
	£4,024.48

	Match fees
	£4,032.00
	

	Team KO fees
	£276
	

	Redwood Hire
	£200
	

	Professional Night ( 52 x £10 tickets)

Paul Hart – own trophy engraving

AGM raffle ticket sales

Interest / unaccounted
	£520

£18 

£53

£11
	

	Total Income
	
	£9,134.48

	Expenditure
	
	

	Secretary Honoraria
	£750
	

	Treasurer Honoraria
	£125
	

	Competition / Trophy Secretary Honoraria
	£200
	

	Secretary Expenses:

Tank of diesel

Paper

Printer ink

DVD’s / CD’s for AGM
	Total of below = £70.87

£41.87

£6

£13

£10
	

	Treasurer Expenses
	£ Nil
	

	Competition / Trophy Secretary Expenses (Tank of petrol)
	£35
	

	Misc Expenses:

Web site site hosting

Web domain name 

Web site programme 

Inter league competition (£30 entry + 4 x £12.50 referees) 

Bouquet re legal advice

Buffets at competitions (Pairs and Winners All)
	£40

£5

£20

£80

£38

£50.24 + £15 = £65.24
	

	Score cards
	£135.13
	

	Trophies (approx)
	£972.24
	

	Additional Engraving
	£18
	

	AGM refreshments

AGM raffle prizes
	£200

£180
	

	Charity donations 

(60% = £165.60 ; 40% = £110.40)
	£276.00
	

	Redwood Hire Champions 

(£100 + £50 x 2)
	£200.00
	

	Professional Night:

Player

Buffet
	£1,500

£300
	

	Total expenditure
	
	£5,210.48

	Total Income
	
	£9,134.48

	Balance Carried Forward to 2007-8 Season
	
	£3,924


8 Report by Secretary 

Dear player, Well, it is now 5 season's since I was elected as League Secretary and those seasons have seen our

league grow and improve out of all recognition. The standards in every division have gone through the roof with 100 plus scores and near or better than 50 breaks in each once again. 

This season started with mixed feelings as we lost 2 teams (Brook Street C and Shaw Heath B) but welcome back Morley and a new team in Wilmslow Cons club C. Once again this led to the enforced promotion of teams – Royal London B into division 1 and Mobberley D into division 2. Both of these teams have struggled to compete this season but I would personally like to thank them for the manner in which they have unmoaningly (if there is such a word!) gone about their business. 

As I say each AGM, each season brings with it different challenges but the ever improving standards in this league are well worthy of mention and if you visit the website – as I know most of you do - you will also see that no less than 20 new records were set this season - some good and some not so good! 

You don’t need me to remind you that this season was our 55th. Never before have we attempted to commemorate our illustrious history like we did this year. I won’t go through the events individually but I will say that every club in the league organised at least 1 event and every event was a roaring success. That gives me huge satisfaction as a Secretary - that I know the members of the league management committee and their ‘sub-groups’ within the member clubs are fully behind the direction of our league. You should all be very proud of what you’ve done this season.

The season has also brought with it, its selection of challenges – 2 of which I found particularly uncomfortable. I am glad to say that the common sense of the management committee prvailed over both issues.


I will finish, as usual, by thanking a few people: 

Andy Long has yet again run the league competitions meticulously. Dave Nuttall for the work he did up until his

resignation as Treasurer. The club reps who have attended the management meetings in their own time and without reward. The member clubs for allowing us to access their facilities for competitions and events and finally, you ‘The Players’. There cannot be winners of any final without losers in the first round and the bottom team in division 3 is equally important to me as the winners of division 1. I don’t say this lightly - you are the people who make the league, I just run it. Thank you and see you all next season. 

Tony Crompton 

9 Report by Trophy / Competitions Secretary

Welcome to you all this evening. This season has been an extra busy one with the extra events and competitions

being run to celebrate the 55 years of the League.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the clubs for organising and staging these competitions and also thank Dave Taylor for providing the new ‘Taylor Trophy’ for the over 55’s competition.  This competition will now run annually and will provide another competition with our senior players in mind. The League has purchased a new runner’s up trophy for this competition to compliment the other league trophies.

Once again our main competitions the Jay, Rotary and the H.Astles Pairs have been well supported and once again there were not too many no shows! The two sponsored competitions, the Redwood Hire Trophy and C.F.S

(Surridge Sports) 3 player competitions again produced some excellent matches and days entertainment.

On behalf of the committee I'd like to record our appreciation of our sponsors and last but not least, 'congratulations' to all this season’s winners.

Thanks, Andy Long
10 Chairperson to propose Honoraria 

The officers Honoraria was agreed at the last AGM: Secretary £750, Trophy / Competition Secretary £200 and

Treasurer £125. The Chair said that as the Treasurer had resigned a third of the way through the season he had

forfeited his £125 and asked for support for his proposal to give that to the Secretary as recognition of the massive additional work he had performed this season with the ‘additional issues’. Proposed by Dave Taylor and seconded by Mike Gittins. A vote then took place and was unanimously in favour to paying the agreed Honoraria (in arrears) in this manner. Carried.

The Chair proposed to alter the Honoraria for the 2007-8 season to: Secretary £800; Trophy Competitions Secretary £250 and Treasurer £125 to better reflect the different workloads of the officers. Proposed by Bruce Tulley and seconded by Dave Jenyons. A vote then took place and was unanimously in favour of amounts ststed. Carried. 

11 Election of officers: 

President; Sid Jones 

Chairperson; Steve Power 

Vice-Chairperson; League Secretary as required 

Treasurer; Bob Jones (proposed by Andy Long and Seconded by Rod Buxton at 2/07 Management Meeting)

Secretary; Tony Crompton 

Trophy / Competitions Secretary; Andy Long 

All existing post holders had announced their intention to stand for re-election and in the absence of any other

nominations were duly re-elected unopposed as per league rules. Bob Jones accepted as Treasurer after

unanimous vote. 

12 Proposals received from members

The Secretary, as an individual member has proposed a new rule at 27.4 ‘Players must shake their opponents hand before the commencement of their first frame in any match. Failure to do so will result in the refusing player forfeiting the frame 70-0’. Seconded by Gary Hammond. 

Vote: 51 for, 3 against, 3 abstentions. Carried.

13 Proposals from the League Management Committee 

(a)


Rule 4.2 currently states – ‘All protests shall be lodged in writing to the league secretary’ There was a discussion

and it was agreed to put a suggested change to the AGM: ‘All protests shall be lodged in writing to the league

Secretary within 14 days of the meeting at which the decision, on which the appeal is based, was made’. 

Vote: Unanimous. Carried.

(b)

Rule 47 currently states – ‘Teams failing to turn out 6 players shall lose each forfeited frame 70-0’. This is a rule

relating to the Team KO cup and did not cover the recent situation where 2 players were suspended from the

league as the team actually played with 6 players. There was a discussion and it was agreed that all that was

needed was to insert the word ‘eligible’ to read: ‘Teams failing to turn out 6 eligible players shall lose each forfeited frame 70-0’. 

Vote: 56 for, 1 against. Carried.

(c)


Rule 45 currently reads – ‘Teams shall consist of 6 players and matches will be played under league match rules’.This is a rule relating to the Team KO cup and whilst explaining that the KO cup rules are in addition to and supplementary to the league rules (in order to avoid repeating every league rule again) – it could be a little clearer. There was a discussion and it was agreed that the rule should read: ‘Teams shall consist of 6 eligible players and matches will be played under the league match rules in addition to rules 46-50’. 

Vote: Unanimous. Carried.

(d)

The existing rules make no mention of the result of an appeal process and so, whilst everyone accepts (and has previously been minuted at meetings) the spirit of the process is that everyone involved accepts that appeal meeting to be the binding one, (because the rules also don’t mention that you can appeal about an appeal!) it needs stating. New rule to be proposed to read: ‘Rule 4.5 The result of any appeal will be binding on all parties’. 

Vote: Unanimous. Carried.

(e)

‘New Rule 5.4 – each new season will be preceded, in August, by a Management Meeting at which clubs will present the number of teams and the names of all the players they wish to be entered for the forthcoming season’. 

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(f)

‘New Rule 5.5 The management committee will vote to accept or reject any such teams and names presented and, as those rejected will not be part of the new season’s league and thereby subject to it’s rules, there will be no right to appeal on said decision’. 

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(g) 


Rule 13.1 currently reads ‘Up to the 31st of December players who participated in the previous season's fixtures

and any new players will be registered automatically for their club on receipt of a score card providing they are not registered for another club’; to read ‘Up to the 31st of December players not on the list mentioned at Rule 5.4 (the pre season registration list) will be registered automatically for their club at any Management Meeting of the league or upon receipt of a score card providing they are not registered for another club’.

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(h)
 

New Rule 13.2 to read ‘Players registered under Rule 13.1 will be classed as temporary registered players until ratification at the next available league management meeting’. 

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(i)


New Rule 13.3 to read ‘Players whose membership of the league is rejected under Rule 13.2 will have no right to

appeal’.

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(j)


New Rule 1.3. I don’t know when this disappeared! ‘All players must be a fully paid up member of the club they

represent’.

Vote: 55 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. Carried.

(k)


League fee free season every 5th anniversary season. The proposal is to insert a new league rule at 18.3 “Where existing league finances allow, every 5th (anniversary) season will be a league fee free season. This will be discussed at the preceding AGM”.

Vote: 55 for, 3 against, 0 abstentions. Carried.

(l)

Misplaced rule - The proposal is to remove rule 16.2 (refereeing in KO cup matches to be shared) and rename it

45.2 which also requires rule 45 to become 45.1.

Vote: Unanimous. Carried.

14 Date of Next AGM

To be arranged and set at the August Management Committee Meeting.
